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I

NARRATIVE

Upon its return from Normandy on 19 ^uly 1944 this Division was 
located in the Nottingham Leicester-Market Harboro Area. Thure it re 
mained and trained until its participation in operation MARKET on 17 
Sep-emb^r 1944. Twenty-four hours prior to take-off, all airborne 
elements of the Division were closed at seven airfields in the Grantham- 
Cottesmore Langar area, Briefings were conducted, loading plans for 
mulated, all final checks made, and the Division took off for'the Nether 
lands commencing at 170950 September 1944.

,..,->"^"*" *""»  .

The mission of the/Division i"ri this operation was as follows:

"Land by parachute and glider commencing D Day Suutb of 
Nij.megen; seize and hold the highway bridges across the 
M-g-'Vv River at Grave and the Waal River at Nijmegonj seize, 
organize, and hold the high ground between^Ni jmegeri -and 
Groesbeek; deny tho roads in the Division area to the enemy; 
and dominate the area bounded North, by line running from 
Beek West through Hatert thence Southwest to Eindschestraat, 
South by -Kivrrr Mass and the Nook Riethorst highway, Enst- 
jy Cleve-Nijme^en highway and Furst RieieJiswaid, and West 
by line running North and South through Eindschestraat."

The first lift consisted of:

Hq. & Hri Co 82nd «/B Div 
Hq. & H.i. Eti-j L<iv j-:rty 
82nd A/B Sig Co 
Btry A 8Oth A/B A^ Bi'i 
SO 7 A/B S«e,y ^ri
504 Prc.it Iv.f
505 Prciit Inf 
508 Front Inf 
325 Glider Inf 
376 Front FA Bn

Total

Glider 
20
2
6 

22
£7

137
126
13*

O«o 
48

482 50

All units dropped as planned except two serials of the 5O5 
P.nr^chute Infantry. A mixup in marshalling caused the 2d Battalion 
serial to drop before the 3d Battalion serial, and as a consequence 
the Ed Battalion serial was dropped two thousand yards Noi'theiist of 
its scheduled drop zone.

The entire flight was preceded by a pathfinder team, which landed 
on DZ, "O" ten minutes prior to the arrival of the first elements of 
the main body. "is/ifta the exception in the 5O5 Paraahirfce Infant^P^ in 
dicated above., all units landed on the drop zones, or in the immediate 
vicinity thereof, on schedule, FlsJt enroute was spotty and light. 
Fl^.ic coming from D2j "O" was initially heavy but inaccurate. The i'irst 
parachutists to land destroyed all flak crows and took over their 
weapons. Enemy dispositions along the Mass Waal CaTVtfl ii. the vicinity 
of all bridges and' in the wooded country around the Nijir;w t u3i; heights 
and in the Rc-icti.-s-.i:: V: -.-.. D j.-.,,. .^s anticipated, well organized, and of 
about a strength of eight battalions. H:.; ra3i3i«-. ^'ire continued to 
come from the edges of the drop zones throughout all of the landings 
until overcome. E::O.T.., re'action was prompt and appeared to follow in 
a definite pattern. All lpc-...I troops were committed immediately in 

piece meal fashion. Naarby "homeguard" type troops were thrown in es 
quickly as they could be rushed to the operational area. Tni^ piece 
meal build up increased until a coordinated attack was made by the 
German. 6th Pur... Division on D/4.
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Local enemy units were initially overcome and destroyed or, 'except 
for those in the city of Nijmegen proper, they dispersed in the first 
several hours after landing.

A day by day summary of the activities of each unit of the Division 
follows:

DPAY , 17 SEPTEMBER

Division parachute elements in four hundred and eighty-two C-47's 
and a serial of fifty gliders left airports in the area of Grantham, 
England, between O950 and 1040. All serials except those of 504 Para 
chute Iuf«;ybry landed Worth, East, and S UlJ tU of Grc^sbeek, Holland, 
between 1250 and 14OO. The 5O4 ^ir^chute Infantry landed Wo.it of the 
Maas-Waal C,-.Ui*l and North of the Maos Rivo*   ^.11 drop patterns were 
excellent * Personnel and equipment losses enroute and during; the drop 
were li^ht, and assembly was the best in . the history of tbe Div

Headquarters and Hoadcyuartors Ow.t . t^...y 82nd A/B Division 
Parachute elements dropped 1306; glider elements landed 13SO on »one 
Scuth of Grwtssbeek, moved North through woods, and established Division 
Gourmand Post at predesignated location 10OO yards W«,st of Groesbeek at 
1700.

505 Parachute
Drop;.:'*--'". Vjfter t!v.'- Pathfinders at 130O, seized Groesbeek, occupied its 
area of defensive responsibility from Kamp Southeast to Mook, cleared 
its area of enemy, and contacted 5O4 Parachute Infantry at the Maas  
VJaal 1 Canal briclgo near Heunian. "11 initial missions viero accomplished 
by 20OO.

504 Pq.r-n.ch.ute Infantry
Dropped beginning 1313 V^st of the Maas-Waal Canal on three drop zones, 
two North arid one South of th-3 fcuaas River. One battalion dropped North 
east of Overssselt and at 1GOO, after overcoming strong enemy resistance, 
capture:1, intact the Maas-VJartl Canal bridge at Heuman . The sites of the 
Crmal bridges near Blaaikonberg und Hatert, both of which had been des 
troyed by the enemy upon the approach of the battalion, were captured 
before dark. One battalion dropped Vvest of Overasselt , blocked all 
Southward movement along the Grave-Kijmegen highway, and cleared the 
enemy from the Western portion of the division area. One battalion 
dropped ono riflo company South of the Maas at Grave and the balance 
of the battalion Kprth of the -river and West of Overasaeloe- Both 
forces moved against the bridge at Grave irrjnediately , Surprise was 
complete and the bridge captured at 1430. The town of ^rave was 
occupied at S3OO after having been abandoned by 400 enemy. All initial 
missions of 5Q4 were accomplished by 193O-.

508 Parachute^ Ijjij\..j,:.try
( Dropped N^rihoas.t of GrosaboQk at 1388. B^sed on a report from the 
Dutch that the town and bridge; s were lightly helcl, immediately moved 
in'to Nijma^en to take the Waal River bridges-. At SOOO the attack met 
heavy enemy resistance about 4OO yards from the highway bridge and 
was stoppec! » Tho regiment occupied the area immediately East of the 
Maas-Waal Canal and established road blocks to prevent enemy movement 
South of a line running East ancl Wwiit through Hatart* Ona company 
moved to clear the glider lauding zone Northeast of Grossbeek and met 
considerable enemy resistance,, One bat ja.ll-;-:!> Ic's-d a fiojnj'eaiy •, occupied 
the important high ground in the vicinity of 3cr,,y en D,-,l. \<-\ :;lio'At too 
heavy an opposition.. One oompanii advanced on the Nijiact'Oii -Bridges from 
the Southeast and at 24OO had reachod Hill 64«4 Wo-.-Liietist of Ubbergen. 
All initial missions of 508 were accomplished by 2J3O.
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37 6 Parachute Field artillery Battalion
Dropp'-d 133G on drop zone South of Grocsbeek, assembled the battalion 
with, ten hov;itj zers, end displaced 1000 yarc's to the position area* 
The b.-..>ttclion, initially iu support of 505 Parachute Infantry * fired 
its first mission on cill from the regiment at 1800.

B07 ...,/B Engineer 'Battalion ' ' 
Companies B 4 C, and D, all parachute, dropped South of ^rov.sbeek at 
13SO. Companies B and D furnished cover on route inarch to elements 
of Division Bw^dciuarters and protected Division Command ; Post when 
it was established at 1715. Company C moved Out to contact 504 
P.-r.,,Cli.ute L.fantry West of Maas-Waal Canal*

Battery A. 80th A/B Antiairer^ft .Battaiifih ... 
Eight ;57mm AT gung allotted ns follows: Two » 505 Parachute ii.I\..atry J 
Two, 508 Pur^chuta : Ir.i'^iitry ; Two J. 504 Pnr^cimto luiVutry upon making 
contact; Two, division Roaerve in vicinity of Division Cu.4us.nd Post*

. D PLUS i. .18 SEPTSMBBR

504 j^r:.chute -inf o.atrly.
Continued to hold the MU.-JO River bridge at G-iwe and the Mu^s-V/aal 
Crjr._l bridge at Heuman. Vigorous patrolling was continued on the 
West and Northv.-est of the regimental area along the G-rave-Nijiuu(-,en 
highway. At I2OO one platoon moved Nortfc .along the West bank of the 
Maas  Waal Canal and assisted in the capture of the bridge on the 
Grave -Kijmo^en highway near Eoning-hutie.

505_ P-yr-.ciiute It-.f m»try
Mi-.iut.'.insid its area of defensive responsibility; repelled enemy attacks 
at Hor-ota Grot'7;0gea, -'i^d Ricjthorst; captured an enemy patrol trying to 
work its way Ncrtn to the Maas-Waal bridge at Houfflan, and captrued a 
train attempting; to escape into Germany, At 124O the regiment attacked 
and cleared the glider landing zone South and Southeast of Groesbeek.

505 Parachute
Withdrew battalion in Nijmegen end attacked to clear the glider landing 
zone Northeast and East of Groesbeek. The attack crossed the scheduled 
line of departure at 1310, completaly surprised the onemy, and the 
landing: area was swept by 1400. Sixteen antiaircraft guns and 14R 
prisoners of war were captured. Maintained its defensive sector through 
out the 18th. At 161200 a platoon, with the a'ssistance of .504 P&ra- 
Chute ^nfantry which advanced up the Maas-Waal Canal from the West, 
captured th.3 Maas-Waal Canal bridge at Honinghutie. Regrimcnt held 
the high ground vicinity Berg en l^al through the 18th against enemy 
patrols and sporadic enemy artillery action. One ^company moved into 
Nijmegen at C90O, advanced to the same spot to which the regiment had 
reached on the 17th, fought against a strong enemy force through the 
entire clay, and at 15OO was withdrawn into the sector near Boig; en Dal.

Glider .1C i.,j..wjats
Between 10OO and 110O a lift of 450 gliders carrying an antitank ^s 
of the SC-bh A/B Antiaircraft Battalion, 319 Glider Field artillery 
Battalion, 32O. Glider Field -artillery B^tt-lion, 456 Parachute Field 
Artillery Battalion, and 3O7 Airfcorna Medical Cv<».p*»iiy departed from
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was -'ery Bq\.i.^i-a"-tqr^> " /if ..er 3-ai^d.luK and p.s^f .aibli.-.vg,, ^19 - 

Field"' A.-.-ti:;.lery Battalion . vis's" pin; ^k -aire^l ni.-pporc of 

ojwite. lui'an-Uxv. 4C6 Parac.a-.:.ts J'.Uiid •*trtiilor>' Battalion, iii direo| 

support of 505 -t'arachute Infantry , and 330 Glid^^^ 'Field Ai?vtil|6i'^ 

in •{jcucral support of the Division. ; *:*. : -'v" '' ?

ffo-Mjv/in^ the slider lift by 20 minutes, a flight of 13JE? B-§£ 

bombers dropped re-^pply on drop zone South of Groesbaek. ''D|jf>p 

pattern was good. Recover;'- was -estimated to be at 803?* ~! ?;-S<-^

: ' D PLUS S f 19 SSPrSMBEE

Guards ^rmered Division, reached Grave and the 504 Parachute Jnfantry 

at 0820. .- • • • -'- ' ' ' "'*-n' ''^ *"<? "••??f|f

5O4 •Pcxv.ohute Infantry ' '. . - ' 

Regiment .less ono company left to guard the bridge at. Grayp, pno 

company le^- to guard each of .the Maas_vJcuul Cuunl "bridges' jal^Eetunan 

and Kcnifiglvatio ; and one company left to patrol an| r gu'a'rS tihe^.^l'igh.1? 

way fr.o.n G-^-ave .to the -"oriirsghutio bridge, was moved 3E,j^|' of ' ,thb''M&'as- 

Waal -G^itol > relieved 2d Battalion 508 Pv.r^e.vutie - Jnf u.t'tf|r ? ''p.n^r©ec;up|f 

the Tunlcer Bosah «j'oo5s. 3d Battalion was move r3 to vicinity ;'Ma.ilJGii|. f
- "V..: ;c,'L- ,:.:i ':,.•, >,v ,^-- : -c-.v.-.v,..if -£i C

maintaih'ed'-ts so 
ilyj.t.ol arecv throuv-hpu't '

:g'd"! Bq,"1;.t-_q.jri(j:v_ oOb_^>:^ r-,_chuto• J^n-fjp ntry_ 
*Ji-tVs itfed*'*C-o- C-ii-M Ici^'tirt-: ^--e^-'J-J v'isi.;m-'

iboul;. 400'yarda S_nitii of the

,T.:- •*,-,•-, --••.<-;. *1. V ,. - ;;t v' i -..; t*r.. :n,?.l, •> •irjrrJ--i5g- J ;:i.-V!.:l "t;V'. H.v-^a.- • "1 " ' - - 7

- '• - ." '-- -. •... -•- t .-. !'•' • ~ -f •' ••- - ,, C • • • ' ••• , •- 1 • .. .

. - % -.- .. :J ; - .;.. . ••-.; • .•-'..-. .I-.:./ .y. •..•--• - . , . . i



Attached Units
1st Coldstream. Guards, Armored, and 5th Coldstream Guards, Infantry
attached to Division and moved to Dakkerswald in Division Reserve*

Rasupnlv
Dropped at 1500, approximately 30 C-47's from excessively high alti 
tude, recovery negligible.

P PLUS 5. 2* SEPTEMBER

504  ^araohute Infantry
With Sd Irish Guards attached, cleared area between. Jonker Bosch and 
Waal River. 3d Battalion relieved as Division Reserve, Regiment at 
15OO effected crossing of Waal River East of Maas; at 180O Captured 
North end of railroad bridge over the Waal River, seized and cleared 
bridgehead North of Waal insuring 'passage of Guards Armored Division. 
Mopped up Western outskirts of Nijmegon and .area Seuth of railroad 
bridge.

505 Parachute Infantry
Regiment, less 2d Battalion, repelled sharp enemy attack at Horst 
and Heiksnt during morning. From 130O to 2000 repelled at Mook enemy 
attack of an infantry regiment strongly supported by artillery after 
attack had penetrated Division perimeter to depth of 1000 yards on a 
10OO yard front. Division perimeter restored at 2*0*. .Regiment rein 
forced with attachicR-nt of 185 glider pilots.

Sd Battalion 505 Parachute
Att acked enemy strong po Ints at outhern ends of Nijmegen bridges 
during morning. At 1400 stormed strong point SoutU of highway bridge , 
cleared area of enemy, and reached bridge by 170O. First tank of 

Guards crossed 183t.

508 P^r^» chute Infantry
Attacked at 1000 at Wyler by. one company of enemy., infantry moving 
North and two companies of enemy infantry moving South, all supported 
by artillery and armor* Forced to withdraw to high ground to West. 
Enemy immediately occupied Im Thai and Lagewald. Attacked at Seek 
at 12OO by 2 battalions of enemy parachutists supported by armored 
vehicles, and forced to withdraw 1000 yards to high ground to South 
west, By counterattack drove enemy from and reoccupied Beok at 3140. 
Attacked again at Beoii 3300 by enemy now reinforced and compelled, to 
withdraw, leaving a detachment surrounded by the enemy in the town. 
Ogptured document from prisoner of war which revealed that enemy 
attacks at Mook, Beujt, and Wyler were part of a coordinated Division 
attack intended to split Division area and sever the Grave-Nijmegen 
highway.

attached
Sherwood Routers Yeoifcjiry and oria squadron of the Royals, its recon 
naissance unit, attached to Division tit 1700 and moved into Dekker- 
swald.

P PLUS 4 t HI SEPTEMBER

5C4. Parachute Infantry,,
C V.^ued. defense of bridgehead over Wo^il and on mission of mopping
up Souuh. bank <rf Waal f*om ou/tskir-te of Mijmegen to Maas-Waal Canal*
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5O5 Pnraohute Infantry (less 2d Battalion)
 'Gnt.LriU'Sd to hold defensive sector on South, of Division area frcm

T'i-p to Mcok.

Sd B -vet , -ill on_ 505 Farachiite Infantry
Jtoj-iove^. of rriKfjiun of ojo^e _i.n defense of Ni jiue^en Bridges and'
assumed defense ox1 line from Eastern exits of Nijmegen to Ubbergen

508
C'-A.atcr'VJtaokscl B.-. a at first light from Nurtheast, East and South 
east., Initial attack failed, and enemy, pressing his temporary 
advantage, penetrated to within 200 yards of Ber,., en Dal, t>ut was 
held there. Attack renewed at 1300, and at^lSOO Beek cleared of 
enemy and all defenses reestablished,

Re supply
At 1500 supplies dropped from approximately 400 C-47's on drop zone 
West of the Maas-Wo^l Oiaa!. Drop fc"-.ttern wa s six miles in length 
by two miles in width. Recovery estimated at 60$ was accomplished 
with assistance of Dutch civilians.

D PLUS 5. 22 SEPTEMBER

5O4 Pcjrcicfr'~te S.t.f^E.try (less 2d Battalion)
Relieved of mission to Nijmegen bridgehead and displaced to Boiler 
swald as Division Re serve.

Sd Battalion 504 Parachute
Relieved 2d Battalion 505 P«rac.hate  ' nfantry in sector between 
Mijmegen and ^bbergen and, upon Division order, with Royals, cleared 
by 17OO area between Nijmegen-Cleve highway and WaoJ. River East to 
line fbbergen _ Pals. , / '~~

5O5 Parachute Infantry (less 2d Battalion)
Reestablished road block at Mook. With Royals, reaonnoitered to
Riethorst and found road clea^r of enemy.

Sd Battalion 5.O5 ^araohute Infantry
Relieved in Nijmegen - TJbborgen sector by 2d Battalion 5O4 Parachute 
Infantry, reverted to regimental control, and relieved Coldstream 
Guards at Heuman Bridge.

59B Parachute ^nfant'ry
Held V/yler Berg throughout day and night against persistent enemy
counterattacks. With one company Royals attached, effected a recon 
naissance in force to W^rciieren and high ground West of E-plekom.
Met strong resistance and. withdrew to high ground vicinity Berg en
Dal.

Attached Units
Coldstream Guards relieved to attached to this Division and moved
South, to Vw^el to restore line of communication of Second British
Array.
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D PLUS 6. 25 SEPTEMBER

On this date the third glider lift of the. Division took off from 
six airfields in the Gi-ahtham-Cottesmore-Len^ar area bearing 3S5 
 Glider Infantry} 80th A/B Antiaircraft Battalion, less Batteries 
A and B; ^Company A 3O7 A/B Engineer Battalion; and elements of 
Division Spec iai Troops, and landed on and in the vicinity of LZ 
"O". A number of gliders did not land on the proper landing zone; 
two landed in England, and forty three were released between the 
coast and the LZ.   Ten Oliders are still unaccounted for. Immed 
iately upon landing, the 325 Glider Infantry was closed in the woods 
West of Groesbeek preparatory \o taking up a sector on the front.

DJPLTJ3 7,10 D PLUS 30

The Division continued on its mission assigned by 30 Corps of hold 
ing the area between the Waal River and the Maas River, with its 
front generally that of D plus 6. The 325 Glider Infantry cleaned 
out the larger portion of the Kiokberg Woods and advanced the* right 
flank of the Division.

SUMMARY OF PERIOD 17 SEPTEMBER TO 16 OCTOBER

Parachute Lift
Planes committed .
Dropped on or within 1OOO yards of DZ
Failed to drop on or within 1000 yards of
Unaccounted for

Lifts
Gliders committed
Landed on or within 1OOO yards of LZ
Failed to land on or within 1000 yards of LZ
Unaccounted for

Our losses 
Killed
Wounded 
Missing

Eiipjoy Losses
Killed 
Prisoners of War

Results of Operations 
All missions accomplished

Number
482
430
52
0

902
763
1O2
37

469
1933
640

249» 
2977

Percent

89.2   

10.8 
O

84.6
11*3
4,1

3.4
14.  ' 

4.7

x.
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